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Scandal hits Armstrong

C A M P U S
B R I E F S

VP of Business and Finance resigns when confronted with suspicious p-card purchases
Brian Anderson

O

n Dee, 12, 2007,
James Brignati ten
dered his resignation
as Vice President of Business
and Finance, following an
inquiry into his State-fund
ed purchases by the Uni
versity System of Georgia's
Office of Internal Audits.
The auditors were in
specting suspicious charges
on Brignati's purchasing
card—a state-issued cred
it card. Brignati later ap
peared before AASU Presi
dent Thomas Z. Jones,
to explain the purchases.
"Following that discus
sion, Mr. Brignati informed
me that he thought it was in
the best interest of our uni
versity to retire at this time.
I accepted his decision,"
said Jones- in an e-mail he
sent to faculty on Dec. 13.
Brignati neither contested
the charges of f raud against
him, nor did he admit guilt.

tutions in the state, which
eventually led them to
AASU and James Brignati.
"The purpose of this in
vestigation is to make sure
what we saw is the result of
the actions of a few people
without either proper su
pervision or adequate pro
cedures," said the Chancel
lor of t he University System
of Georgia, Errol Davis, Jr.
"Ultimately, this is about
leadership and creating a
sense at every level of the
organization that leader
ship means accepting the
responsibility to manage
risk on an ongoing basis."
That lack of proper su
pervision can be evidenced
by the fact that Brignati's
P-card
officer—an
ap
pointed supervisor, charged
with the responsibility of
authorizing all transac
tions—worked under him.
According to the Office
of the State Attorney Gen-

He is currently being re The department randomly themselves and co-workers,
ferred to the State Attorney audited seven state agencies, paying personal car insur
General for prosecution. which werechosen as a "cross- ance premiums, and paying
State officials are not re section of state government." debt collection agencies."
leasing any details about the
The DAA discovered ten
"As a result of our audit
ongoing investigation; how critical flaws in the DOAS and subsequent investiga
ever, an independent study P-card policy, but that tion, four individuals from
of P-card transactions- wasn't what made headlines. two state colleges have been
conducted by "Atlanta Jour
The auditors identified a referred to the state's At
nal-Constitution"—found number of employees who torney General for prosecu
that Brignati purchased: took advantage of the bro- tion," said DAA State Au
More than
ditor Russell Hinton.
$8,500inairlinetick"Although we just
Mr. Brignati informed me that
ets - $1,372 of which
received
the audit and
he thought it was in the best
was on asingle ticket.
are reviewing it, the
interest of our university to
More
than
governor intends to use
$2,300 on week
the
findings to ensure
retire at this time. I accepted
ends, including $418
fraudulent practices are
his decision"
on Amazon.com and
ceased immediately and
$689 at Staples.
the appropriate safe
A total of
guards are in place,"
$9,440 on two sepa- ken P-card policies and lack said Gov. Sonny Perdue
rate cell phone providers. of oversight.The auditors re spokesman, Brent Brantly, in
This statewide investiga covered documents from four response to the DAA report.
tion began in October 2007, Georgia Tech and Georgia
On behest of Gov. Perwith the Department of Au Perimeter College employ-, due's call for administrative
dits and Accounts' (DAA) ees showing that $75,000 accountability, the Univer
inquiry into the Georgia De of taxpayer money was im sity System of Georgia sent
partment of Administrative properly spent on such their auditors to investigate
Services (DOAS) and its state items "as Visa debit cards to the first six of 35 USG insti
Purchasing Card Program. pay personal loans, gifts for
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Take a walk for the Dogs

•

The Humane Society of
Savannah will hold the Sec
ond Annual Dog Lover's
Walk at 8:30 a.m. on Satur
day, Feb. 23, at the Messiah
Lutheran Church grounds.
Craig Wymer, Assistant
Director of Residence Life
on campus, is assembling a
team and has scheduled a
kick-off meeting at noon on
Tuesday, Jan. 15, in room
126 of th e Armstrong Center
for anyone who wants to join.
Wymer became interested
in the Humane Society when
he noticed people were upset
about the notorious Michael
Vick dog-fighting case. He
said the public should get in

volved by helping with pop
ulation control in order to
alleviate animal suffering, in
stead of merely complaining.
Wymer, who began vol
unteering at the Humane
Society last July, adopted his
German shepherd, Cooper, in
August. He walks the dogs at
the shelter, plays with them,
and gives them affection with
"a little touch or scratch."
"Every little thing you
do helps those dogs to
wards adoption," he said.
"They're more alert, more
attentive and more play
ful, more like you would
expect a dog or a cat to be."
Since December, Wymer's
team has collected $150 to
ward its goal of $1000, main
ly through donations made at

his website. After organizing
team members at the recruit
ment meeting on Jan. 15,
his agenda is fundraising.
"I plan on our team brain
storming some ideas on what
are some other ways we can
make money. They could be
doing a bake sale on campus.
They could be doing maybe
a car wash somewhere."
There are many good
causes in Savannah to which
people could donate time and
money; however, for Wymer
it's important to get involved
with the Humane Society
because animals are un
able to speak for themselves.
"This is something that
Armstrong Atlantic State
Dog

Lovers

|
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The new College of Health
Professions
Biodynamics
Center in Ashmore Hall will
host area health providers
on Monday, Jan. 14 from 7-9
p.m. to celebrate its opening.
For more information, con
tact David Lake at 921-2328

AASU defends 2007
ACMA National
Championship
Jessica Gay and Edric Kirkman will defend Armstrong's
2007 American Collegiate
Moot Court Association
(ACMA) national cham
pionship during a tourna
ment hosted by Drake Uni
versity Law School in Des
Moines, LA, Jan. 18-19. For
more information, contact
Paul Mullen at 921-5678.

AASU organizes a team tor the Second Annual Dog Lover's Walk
Yvette Wheeler

2

College of Health
Professions opens
Biodynamics Center

Instructor of Physics
discusses StudentCentered Instruction

MCT

2

Humane Society worker trains one oftheir dogs.

Analyzing the caucuses:
Iowa votes for change

Iowa
results

As of 7 a.m. ET

100% of precincts reporting

Barack Obama

Donna Mullenax, instruc
tor of physics, will discuss
student-centered
instruc
tion on Friday, Jan. 18, at
12:10 p.m., in University
Hall 156 as part of the 200708 AASU Robert I. Strozier
Faculty Lecture Series. All
presentations are free and
open to the public. For more
information, call 961-3173.

University promotes
Ansley to Annual
Fund Coordinator

John Edwards

Steven Thomma
McClatchy Newspapers "
(MCT)

Iowa sent the coun
try a message Thursday
night: We want change!
New faces. New voices.
A new approach to politics.
The voters' message was
clear in both parties, but
boldest in the Democratic
Party. Young people, inde
pendents and first-time vot
ers surged into precinct cau
cuses in record numbers to
vote for Sen. Barack Obama
of Illinois, rejecting the es
tablishment's choice, Sen.
Hillary Clinton of New York.
Clinton claimed her gen
der also made her the face
of change. But her message
didn't resonate as well as
Obama's, and Iowa's changeminded voters didn't buy
it. Iowa Democrats wanted
Obama's fresh-faced mes
sage of hope and bipartisan
change and his promise of
a new day for America. And
Obama represents breath
taking change as an Afri
can-American who's now

1

arguably the front-running
Democrat for the U.S. p resi
dency barely 43 years after
the 1965 Voting Rights Act
made
African-Americans
full participants in U.S.
elections for the first time.
The hunger for change
swelled Democratic turn
out to 227,000, near
ly double the record of
124,000 just four years ago.
Obama won by doing what
no one thought he could dodrawing young people to the
caucuses, as well as inde
pendents and people who'd
never bothered with politics
before. He won 57 percent
of those under the age of
30, a plurality of both inde
pendents and first-time at
tendees at the caucuses, and,
surprisingly, many of the
women whom Clinton had
considered part of her base.
Yet he faces a stiff chal
lenge from Clinton in
the
campaign
ahead,
She has the backing of
twice as many party elitesgovernors and members of
Congress, although her at
tempt to stand for both ex

perience and change fell flat
in Iowa. And he'll have to
fight for the independent
vote in New Hampshire
next week against Repub
lican Sen. John McCain
of Arizona and Rep. Ron
Paul of Texas, each with his
own appeal to swing voters.
Obama also will face
closer scrutiny of his re
cord than he has so far—and
probably a much-magnified
version of the smear cam
paign that so far has exist
ed largely on the Internet.
He got a preview of that
Thursday afternoon as he
shook hands in a Des Moines
food court, and one person
asked about e-mails that call
him a Muslim whowould take
the presidential oath with his
hand on the Quran instead
of a Bible—which isn't true.
"I'm a member of the
Trinity
United
Church
of Christ," Obama said.
"Don't
read
e-mails."
He also has to find a way
to win older people. He
got only 17 percent of the
vote of those 65 and old
er—an age gap that could

hurt him heading forward.
Finally, he still faces Clin
ton, with the cash, organiza
tion and support to test him
coast to coast. Now, how
ever, she must stop Obama
in New Hampshire, where
Bill Clinton revived his 1992
presidential
campaign.
"This race begins tonight
and ends when Democrats
throughout America have
their say," said Clinton
campaign manager Patti
Solis Doyle. "Our cam
paign was built for a mara
thon, and we have the re
sources to run a national
race in the weeks ahead."
The call for change was ev
ident in the Republican Party
as well. Voters chose the
wisecracking former Arkan
sas Gov. Mike Huckabee and
his promise to change Wash
ington over the moneyedmachine of former Massa
chusetts Gov. Mitt Romney.
Huckabee offered Iowans
an unconventional approach
that often defied political
convention. For weeks after
|
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Hillary Clinton
Bill Rich ardson
Joe Biden
Chris Dodd
Mike Gravel
Dennis Kucinich
Undecided

The university promoted
Suzanne Ansley to annual
fund coordinator in the Of
fice of External Affairs.

Republicans
96% of precincts reporting

Mike Huckabee
Mitt Ro mney
Fred Thompson
John McCain
Ron Paul
Rudy Giuliani
Duncan Hunter
Undecided

Make all
primaries count
Fact about presidential
campaigns: Nominees are
usually determined before many
states have held their primary
or caucus.

Percent who said
It's a good 11%
thing

Neither
good
17%
nor bad

AASU hosts
5th Annual Quiz Bowl
School of Computing in
vites high schools in Geor
gia and South Carolina to
register for the 5th Annual
AASU School of Comput
ing Quiz Bowl. Registration
deadline is Friday, Jan. 25.
An application form can be
found at http://computing.
armstrong.edu/quizbowl.
Completed forms can be emailed to or faxed to 9215606. The competition will
take place on Saturday, Feb.
2, starting at 8:30 a.m. at
the Armstrong Center. For
more information, contact
Chris McCarthy at 961-3074.

©2008 MCT
Source: Gallup Poll o< 1.008 adults Dec.
10-12.2007; margin of error: +/- 4 percentage
points
Graphic: 2
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Calendar of Events

Jan. 14 - Student Government Association Meeting at noon in the Science Center RM 1405
Wesley Fellowship Luncheon at noon in University Hall RM 157
"Journey to a Hate Free Millennium" at 8 p.m. in the MCC Cafeteria
Jan. 15 - Fellowship of Christian Athletes at 9 p.m. in Sports Center RM 223
Jan. 16 - Hudson Mathematics and Computing Colloquium at noon in University Hall RM 158
Jan. 18 - Campus Union Board Meeting at noon in the University Dining Room

Spring Semester Survival Guide

Main Number:
912-927-5277

Angela Mensing

Registering for classes;
purchasing a parking decals; buying textbooks; get
ting a student ID; finding
classes - the beginning of a
semester is usually hectic,
especially for new students.
The university provides
campus maps, but it's not
always easy to know whom
to talk to, where to go and/
or what time to be there.
There are a few funda
mental things for new and
returning students to know
that will help ease the be
ginning of spring semester:
the hours of the bookstore,
where to get a student ID
and the location and hours
of the financial aid office.
In addition, a student
should know where to
purchase parking decals.
Dog Lovers |

Contact Nos.

From Page 1

University can come together
and make a difference in the
community," he said. "And it
will be fun to see the faculty,
staff and students allcome to
gether to do something really
positive for the community."
The money collected will
go toward food, veterinary
care,
spaying/neutering
and shelter for the animals.
To donate, contact the
Humane Society at (912)
354-9515 or visit http://
www.humanesocietysav.
org. To sign up for the team,
go to http://www.firstgiving.com/ aasudogwalk.

THE INKWELL
l )935 Abenrom Struct I Savannah, Gcotgia 31419-1997
wwwlhcinkwclionlir* com
9t3.927.S3Sl

ANGELA MENSING
Editor-in-Chief
inkwelinews@gmail.com

KRISTEN ALONSO
News Editor
kainkweli@gmail.com

QUATOYIAH MURRY
Sports Editor
inkwellsports@gmail.com

CHRIS GIBSON
Layout Editor
inkweli.chrisgibson@gmail.com

BRIAN ANDERSON

Bookstore
Long lines turn minutes
into what may seem like
hours while waiting for the
next available cashier in the
bookstore. To avoid the mad
rush, getting in line earlier in
the day may prove helpful.
Spring 2008 Rush Hours

Student Photographic
Services
Students who need a stu
dent ID should go to the Me
morial College Center, Room
214. The student activity fee
pays for the cost of one ID.
However, if a student loses
his or her ID there is a $10
fee for a replacement.

January 11:
8:30-5 p.m.

Extended Hours on
January 11:

January 12:
10-2 p.m.

Friday: noon - 2 p.m.

January 14:
Return to normal hours
8 : 3 0 - 7 p.m.,
Monday - Wednesday
8:30-5 P.m.,
Thursday - Friday

Regular Schedule begins
January 14:
Mondays,: noon - 1 p.m.,
3 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Tuesdays - Thursdays:
noon-i p.m., 3 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Friday: Closed

Financial Aid Office
The Financial Aid office is
located in Victor Hall. Stu
dents should make sure that
all of their financial aid forms
have been turned in on time
and that^ they've filled out
the online loan application.
Hours of Operation:
Mondays - Thursdays:
8:15 a.m. -6 p.m.
Fridays:
8:15 a.m. - 5 p.m.
If a student has a ques
tion about financial
aid,
they can call 9x2-927-5272
to set up an appointment
with their financial aid coun
selor. Financial aid coun
selors are assigned basaed
on
students' last name.

Parking Decals
Students have to submit
a Parking Decal Applica
tion to the Business Office
in Burnett Hall. The Busi
ness Office will then give
students a receipt to take to
the University Police office
where they will be issued a
parking decal after submit
ting a Vehicle Registration
form. Parking Decals cost
$25 for spring and summer.

Financial Aid:
912-927-5272
Student Activities:
912-927-5300
Student Affairs:
912-927-5271
Lane Library:
912-927-5332

Business Office hours:
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Housing:
912-921-0505

Registration hours:
8:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
For more information on
student services and univer
sity hours, call 912-927-5277.

University Police:
912-921-5555

s=S5s>-.

Jj| Weekly Crime Blotter

mH!

Compiled by Kristen Alonso

Officer Peny took the report.

0712-0030: Between 2:30
a.m. and 4 a.m. in the Com
0712-0025: Identity Theft; pass Point parking lot, four
Computer Trespass. Between males were striking golf balls.
midnight on Dec. 12 and 10 One ball struck the door of a
i.m. Dec. 13, the complain- silver 4-door Acura Elantra,
mt's sister received an e-mail causing a significant dent.
Another shot went into
purported tobe from thecomilainant asking that $2700 the tailpipe of the vehicle.
ie sent to Africa. Her sister An investigation is pending.
contacted the complainant to Officer Peny took the report.
verify she had sent this e-mail
ind discovered she had not. December 14,2007
The victim attempted to
iccess her e-mail, but her
0712-0033: Theft by Tak
passwords had been changed. ing. Between 8 p.m. Dec. 13
The offender is allegedly us- and 11 p.m. Dec. 14 at Uni
,ng t he victim's email to so- versity Terrace II, someone
icit money from individuals. removed the complainant's
The victim notified her Algebra and Trigonometry
xiends and family and in book from his dining room
structed them not to reply table. The victim's door was
:o any e-mails from her. unlocked. He provided Of
The victim provided a copy ficer Peny with a written
if thesent e-mail to the police. statement and a receipt for
)ecember13,2007

the book, which cost $135. parking lot and placed trash
on a Ford Explorer. Univer
sity
Police issued an arrest
December 17,2007
warrant for Matthew Blood.
0712-0037:
Disorderly
Conduct; Littering. Offi
cer J. Bennett arrived in
the Compass Point park
ing lot at 1:18 a .m. in refer
ence to a disorderly person.
The officer spoke with sev
eral males from a fraternity
and the 6000 building CA.
The fraternity had been hav
ing a party, and the CA broke
it up and told anyone who did
not live on campus to leave.
According to the police
report, as they were leaving,
Matthew Blood, awhite male,
who had been in a confronta
tion with fraternity mem
bers, threw a large amount
of trash out of a truck and
onto the pavement, and also
threw a box of beer and sev
eral other boxes across the

December 19,2007

0712-0040: Theft by
Taking. On Dec. 19 the
complainant reported his
Canon SD 1000 digital
camera missing from his
room at One University Dr.
He said approximately 15
people were inhis apartment
the night before, and when
he went to sleep the camera
was there, but when he woke
up it wasgone. The camera is
valued at $400. Officer Tony
Johnson took the report.
0712-0042:
Criminal
Damage to Property in the
Second Degree. On Dec. 19
at 2 a.m. the complainant's
roommate noticed a paste
like substance on their door

lock and door handle at Com
pass Point Building lOOO
When the complainanl
tried to lock the door at 2
p.m., she realized it would not
lock. Officer Sean Mahanej
walked through the build
ing and recorded 10 doors
on the first and second floors
that had glue on the locks
No third-floor rooms were
damaged. The estimated val
ue of the locks is $50 each
December 20,2007

0712-0044: Theft by Tak
ing. At 10 a.m. on Dec. 20
auditors discovered $202
missing from the safe at the
Memorial College Center
The last time the money hac
been seen was Dec. 10 at 10
a.m. The safe was secured
and only five people hac
the combination. An inves
tigation is pending. Officer
Joseph Peny responded

Arts and Entertainment Editor
inkwellarts@gmail.com

KEVIN DAISS
Copy Editor
inkwellcopyedit@yahoo.com

JESSICA JENKINS
Photo and Graphic Arts Editor
jessicajenkins@comcast.net

SARAWALDEN
Advertising Manager
inkweliadvertising@gmail.com

CEMINTHIA GRAHAM
Business Manager
inkweilbmanager@gmail.com

PRIA ABRAHAM
Web Master
inkwellwebmaster@gmail.com

WRITERS
Ellen Crawford
Keiley Fahy
Johnny Flynn
Brittney Griffith
Victoria Hammond
Tora Johnson
Erin O'Keefe
Jacqueline Lawrence
Muona Muloia
Francisco Resto
Tegan Simmons
Katie Staley
Maria Troup
Winnie Walsh
Yvette Wheeler

VP RESIGNS

| From Page 1

eral, that officer is cooperat
ing with the investigation.
But whether they acted out
of self-preservation or ig
norance of DOAS regula
tions, what is known is that
a revision of oversight and
internal control at every
USG entity is desper
ately
needed—something
that AASU officials are
in the process of doing.
As it stands, the current
remaining 80 AASU P-card
holders received no training
in its use. They only had to
read and sign an agreement
before they wereissued a card.
The agreement includes
a brief policy on proper Pcard usage; however, when

IOWA V OTES | From Page 1
it is compared to many oth
er USG institutions and to
the updated DOAS regula
tions, it seems that AASU
policy is sorely lacking.
"We are updating the
AASU P-card policy along
with the requirement for
mandatory periodic retrain
ing of all authorized for Pcard users at the university.
The update and release
of the revised policy along
with the required train
ing should take place be
fore the end of January
2008," said President Jones.
Jones has formed a com
mittee with the purpose of
tightening procedural poli-

cies and ensuring -proper he first moved into first place
training and supervisory in Iowa polls, he let attacks
oversight forall cardholders— from Romney and others go
and for all new hires as well. essentially unanswered, a
tactical passivity long con
"We just had out first
sidered
suicidal by analysts.
meeting yesterday and we're
When
he finally did tape
going to meet on a regular
a
TV
ad
counterattacking,
he
basis ... to get a structure
called
a
press
conference
to
and really get a good policy
unveil
it
before
saying
he'd
and then have the training,"
said Assistant VP of Busi changed his mind and can
ness and Finance, Dan Har- celed it, then aired the ad to
rell, who is filling Brignati's prove that he'd really made
administrative duties until it—also ensuring that it got
an interim business officer free media. Reporters snick
is hired later this month. ered at his two-faced presen
"The president has made it tation, but Iowa voters didn't.
He's also signaled a will
clear to the committee that he
ingness
to take on party
wants a tough policy. That's
icons,
leveling
a detailed
what we're goingto givehim."
criticism of P resident Bush's

foreign policy, for example.
Huckabee faces what
could be a growing chal
lenge from party elite con
servatives, such as radio
talk show host Rush Limbaugh, who think his record
as governor was too liberal.
Values voters—those look
ing for someone who shares
their moral values—made up
the biggest slice of the Iowa
vote. Forty-four percent
of them voted for Hucka
bee, many of them Chris
tians drawn to him as an
ordained Baptist preacher.
But Huckabee heads now
to New Hampshire, where
McCain is leading, and a lib
ertarian electorate isprobably
less receptive than the Chris
tian conservatives in Iowa.
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AASU teams up with Humane Society for the

2nd Annual
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Walk
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EDITORIALS
& OPINIONS

The Inkwell welcomes and invites letters to the editor. All submissions must be less
than 350 words, and they must be signed. Either email the inkwell@armstrong.edu, or
drop by the Inkwell office located in the Memorial College Center, Room 202.
Opinions expressed in op/ed columns or in editorial cartoon(s) do not necessarily
reflect the opinion of the newspaper.

Desperately seeking
students: The Inkwell
wants you
Another semester sits
it our doorstep. There are
looks to buy, questions to
ask, professors to meet, pic
tures to take and friends to
make. But in addition there
are life changing, careerstarting, fun-loving op
portunities waiting for you
ust behind door 202 in the
Memorial College Center.
Do you enjoy taking pic
tures or drawing cartoons?
Do you want to know more
ibout what is going on around
you? Then write, photograph
ar draw for us and start
iuilding your portfolio now.
Newspaper work doesn't
stop at writing and editing.
Perhaps you'd be interested
in becoming an advertising
sales representative where

you can make 20 percent The Inkwell newsroom can
commission off every ad you prove beneficial to your fu
sell. Sales reps can get their ture career and enhance your
foot in the door with local overall collegiate experience.
Sure, it is work - and
businesses and start building
it's
not always easy - but
professional
relationships
the
work is rewarding.
thatbenefitthemaftercollege.
Many
colleges are unable
We're working on expand
to
pay
their
staff for their
ing our distribution through
however,
out Savannah, making a name contributions;
for AASU as a serious journal The Inkwell pays $10 for
istic source of information. every story, photo, graphic
, The Inkwell is now on or illustration published.
There are deadlines to
line. More than ever we need
dedicated people to help meet, people to interview,
make podcasts and blogs. subjects to photograph,
Special online columns will events to cover and knowl
also be featured, and we edge to be gained ... won't
need students with voices you join us for an excit
to be heard and shared. ing, sometimes frustrating,
Regardless of your major, always-fulfilling semester?
the real-word experience
you will get from working in

NASA should provide clarity
on air-safety report
McClatchy-Tribune News Service
(MCT)

The following editorial ap
peared in the Kansas City
Star on Friday, Jan. 4:
The results of a NASA airtravel safety survey raise seri
ous questions abouthow well
the system is performing.
The results indicate hun
dreds of worrisome incidents
such as pilots flyingtoo close
to other aircraft or landing
without proper clearance.
The immediate problem magnifiedbyNASA'sbungling
- is howto interpret the data.
The
agency
recently
dumped more than 16,000
pages of information on
the media without provid
ing a blueprint for how to
interpret the survey, which
involved calling 24,000
commercial and generalaviation pilots over four

Triple digit oil: Oh, my!
Oil at thatprice greatly contribut
ed to the worst economic down
McClatchy-Tribune News
turn in this country since the
Service
Great Depression in the 1930s.
(MCT)
Yet, so far, this time the U.S.
economy hasn't buckled. U.S.
The
following
edito gross domestic product is expect
rial appeared in the Chicago ed to have grown about 2.2 per
Tribune on Friday, Jan. 4: cent in 2007, a bend-but-don'tJust a few years ago, some brt;ak year. Growth is expected
economists said the prospect to be a little weaker in 2008.
An oil spike doesn't have
of oil prices at $50 a barrel
quite
the same impact it had in
would send tremors through
1980.
The economy is a lot more
the economy. $50? What a bar
efficient
in its energy use than it
gain that looks like now. Then
was
then.
That's true for every
$60 oil was thought to be the
thing
from
factories and power
breaking point. But it wasn't.
plants
to
refrigerators
and cars.
Then it was oil at $70;
Most
Americans
first
feel the
then oil at $80 or $90. Some
painofhigherenergy
prices
when
where along the line, oil pric
they
fill
up
the
tank.
Th
e
price
of
es were going to break us.
oil
has
gone
up
66
pe
rcent
in
the
Oil traded above $100 a bar
rel for a time on Wednesday last year, but the price of gaso
and Thursday, and there is great line has gone up just 33 percent.
There's a difference be
speculation that this will be the
tween
the frothy speculation
price point that starts to make
in
oil
prices
by hedge funds
the U.S. and world economy
and
other
investors,
and the
buckle like it did 28 years ago.
world
of
taking
delivery
of
After revolution in Iran and oth
that
oil
and
turning
it
into
gas.
er unrest in the Middle East, oil
And if Americans feel
soared in April 1980 to the thenthe
pinch, they're not acting
unthinkable price of $39.50.
In inflation-adjusted dollars, like it. They still drove more
that $39.50 translates to $102.81. miles over this holiday season

\HEY THEPE KIP4, PUT POWN YOUP BON&4\
POP A MINUTE AMP TPY TO KEEP UP.

BEUEVE IT OP
NOT, THEPE'VE
BEEN TORN
POUBT4 ABOUTL
WHETHEP
OP NOT I W ILL
PECEIVE T HE
PEMOCPATIC
NOMINATION
IN 200B.
I4N'T THAT
JU4TCPAZY?

I KNOW THAT YOU PEOPLE JU4T WANT BILL
BACK, BUT PO YOU PEALLY THINK THAT
BOOZEP'UP HOPNPO& WOULP BE HALF
THE MAN HE <4 TO PAY IF IT W EPEN'T FOP
ME? EX'PPE4r\PENT OP NOT, HE POB4 WHAT
I *A Y BECAUSE I W EAP THE PANT4UIT* IN
THI4 FAM ILY, NOT HIM.

I KNOW IOWA
WENT PO WN T HE
TUBE4/ BUT I N T HE
ENP, YOU'LL ALL
4BB HOW HU &B MY
CAUCUS PEALLY (4.
AFTEP ALL, I'M A
FUH-PEAKIN6
CLINTON, BABY1
I AM 4TPON&.
I AM WOMAN.
JAM...

than they did a year earlier.
Not to say gas is cheap.
In Chicago, unleaded regu
lar averages $3.16 a gallon,
79 cents higher than a year
ago. But Americans spend 4
percent of their disposable in
come at the pump today, com
pared with 6 percent in 1980.
And not to say the conflu
ence of a sagging housing mar
ket, tightening credit and high
oil prices isn't making a lot
of people nervous. The White
House said Thursday that Presi
dent Bush may propose an eco
nomic stimulus package when
he delivers his State of the
Union address later this month.
He's expected to talk
about the economy when
he visits Chicago on Mon
day to tout education reform.
So we fret, sure. But the U.S.
economy is in better position to
withstand a speculative bubble
in oil prices, and in all likeli
hood the $100 price won't last.
(Yes, we know people said
the same thing about $70,
$80 and $90.) If pump prices
rise, demand will drop and
there will be more incentives
to explore alternatives to oil.

No one is cheering $100 oil,
but so far we're doing a decent
job of grinning and bearing it.

air travel is less safe than
FAA , stati stics
indicate.
The sheer number oftrou
bling incidents reported by
pilots suggests the safety
problems are larger than in
dicated by the FAA. But the
incompetence with which
this washandled makes itim
possible to say by how much.
NASA should immediately
provide guidelines to prop
erly interpret the survey.
Once analyzed, the data
may reveal problems with
clear patterns that can be at
tacked by focusing greater
attention and resources - an
effort that could boost safe
ty for the traveling public.

The oil effect
As the price of crude oil has
risen, so have the prices
of products derived from it.

Crude oil

Oil prices

Sweet light crude per barrel

Nymex closing prices weekly
since 2000 and Wednesday for
West Texas Intermediate crude:
Jan. 2,20081-

$100

years ending in 2005.
From the raw data, it's
not possible to determine
whether different pilots are
reporting the same incidents.
An expert quoted by The
Associated Press, Jon Krosnick of Stanford, says the
survey appears to inflate
the number of incidents. He
says the information made
public by NASA se ems "in
tentionally designed" to
thwart effective analysis.
Federal Aviation Admin
istration officials point out
that the survey was based
on pilots' subjective opin
ions and memories of in
cidents that took place up
to three months earlier.
NASA
Administrator
Michael Griffin admits the
survey was poorly man
aged, a description that
seems grossly inadequate.
Commercial air travel in
the United States has had
no fatal crashes since 2006.
But the question is whether
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Sports Calendar for January 2008

SPORTS

January 12, 5:30 - 10:30 p.m. AASU vs. Augusta State University (Home)
January 16, 5:30 - 10:30 p.m. AASU vs. GC&SU
January 21, 5:30-10:30 p.m. AASU vs. North Georgia
January 23, 5:30-10:30 p.m. AASU vs. Columbus State
January 26, 2:00-7:00 p.m. AASU vs. Lander University (Home)
January 30, 5:30-10:30 p.m. AASU vs. Clayton State

Armstrong Atlantic State University
2007-2008 Women's Basketball Roster
Armstrong Atlantic State University
2007-2008 Men's Basketball Roster
# I Marrw

[A

Jamaal Gateway 5-11

3

And saw Webber 5-11 170 Jr.

Name

M \ CI. j

I iom &t o'w n * S c bo-f> \

5-7 j Soph. j 0
5-8 | Fr.
G

Siuffton, S.C. LBIuffton HS

11 Ashley Duhart

5-3 ) Jr.

C

Macon, Ga. t Westsids Macon HS

12; Laura Raatesalmi

5-0 j

Fr

G

Helsinki, Finland ? Sotunginiukb

Fr. '

O 1 Alder-son, W. V s . i Summers County HS
G | Lawmnsevlle, Ga. / Collins Hi) HS

10 Jensa Sons

m. m Ptm.
175 Sr. G

2

#

1 | Jemere McOurty

?«¥»«# Scbaol
Inverness, Fla. / Citrus HS (Fla.)

PG Adelaide, South Australia / Univ. of A delaide

1

Canoitton, Ga. / Valdosta State

15 Jennl Wynes

S-S j

Raleigh, N.C. Queens University (N.C.)

20 Jasmine Harron

5-3 j Sr..

G

Wast Palm Beach, Fla. / St. Petersburg JC (Fla.)

170 Sr.

G

Fayettsvib, N.C. Arkansas-Little Rode

8-5

203 Jr.

G

Raleigh, M.C. t Spoughton HS (N.C.)

21 Dartayvia Thomas j T51Soph, | F j Augusta, Ga. 1Westside HS
22 j Lindsay Lfensman j 5-10-j Sr. | G j Htgiiey, A riz, i Seottsdaie OC
23) Portia Jones
5-5 Soph. 1 Q I Savannah, Ga. 1 Jenkins HS

23 Fran-shot Brown

8-4

105 Sr.

F

Washington Wilkes, Ga. Aiken Tech (SG.j

24 Calvin W s o n

8-S

105 Jr.

F

Bartow, Fla. t St. Petersburg JC (Fla.)

25 Jimmy Fanning

8-10 225 Sr. CVF Hilton H ead, S.C, /Hilton Head Christian {S.C.)

33 Mamus Cuny

8-1

105 Jr.

G

Atlanta, Ga. / Middle Georgia JC

34 Brian Moultrie

5-5

205 Jr.

F

Beaufort, S.C. / Clinton JC (S.Cj

40 Patrick Sanou

8-5

215 Sr.

C

Qugadagou, Burkina Faso / Eastern Arizona OC

45 frfidc Bksemhof

7-0

230 Sr.

F

Msppsi, The Netherlands 1Landstede

53 Bobby Anerum

8-5

280 Jr.

F

Savannah, Ca : ~-jett McDonnell JC (Ga )

45 Kelly Vsrslub

8-2

10 William Ka ne

5-11 175 Sr. PG

11 T.T. Hall

5-3

180 Jr.

12 Corey Johnson

5-1

22 Parker Ftayden

I

i
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231 Lindsay Hdmea
30 [ Cindy Stoahr
32 LaceyWife

DOWN .
1 Objectives
2 Rorschach
image
3 State of bliss
4 Baseball's hot
corner
5 Helpful
information

1

2

4

3

7

6

34l Aiandrts Grifin
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•

•24

1
33

32

•

38

•

41
•44
48
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1
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Rbeboro, Ga. i Liberty County HS

F

Savannah, Ga, / FOCJ

35 Angela Mibr

5-S

Jr.

8-2

36

37
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.

G/F ^Pembroke, Ga. / FC'CJ
C

Atlanta, Ga. f Nojft Atlanta H8

c

Heerpnsdsjn, Netherlands t Walburg

Pirates dominate
winter break games
avenged an earlier-season
two-point loss at West Geor
gia with a 71-60 win over
the Wolves. Senior Jamaal
Galloway hit 8-of-ii shots
from the floor,
including
4-of-7 three-pointers, for
a game-high 22 points to

40

I
P

•
•

60

•I '

61

64

63

6

•© 2008 Tribune Media Services, Inc.
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6 Holiday
forerunner
7 Affix a seal again
8 Chelmsford
England's county
9 Shared top
billing
10 Bonzo or Clyde
11 Bart Simpson's
mom
12 Inciter
13 Parts of pipes
18 "Hurlyburly"
playwright
22 Mineral spring
25 Secondstory
man
26 Desires
27 Spigots
28 Warning sign
29 Exclamations of
surprise
32 Fountain .
employees
33 Turns, as milk
35 Exactly alike
36 Walrus tooth •
37 Polanski film

•

34

66

65

Dublin, Ca. / Dublin HS

4 4 \ Britta ny Hodges

During the break, AASU
hosted the 2007 Chatham
Orthopedics Holiday Clas
sic on Tuesday, December
18 and Wednesday, Decem-

23

55

•

F

Jr.

Special to the Inkwell
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Magdeburg, Germany t OttD-von-Guerbke
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Kaneetha Gordon j 5-10 "iir

Crossword
ACROSS
1 Opening letters
4 In th at place
9 "The Fall" writer
14 Feeling poorly
15 Buzzy places
16 Dizzying
designs
17 Sulky state
19 Twilled fabric
20 Dollar bill ar tist
21 Midterm or final
23 Precious stone
24 Optical storage
device
25 U.S. citizens
27 Writer Morrison
29 Resistance unit
30 Exist
31 Nautical halfway
point
34 Singer Bonnie
38 Black hole
theorist Roger
39 Late
41 Slammin'
Sammy
42 Liquid state
44 Capture
46 High dudgeon
47 Writing fluids
48 Casual trousers
52 Nobel letters
53 Texas tea
54 Blighted trees
55 Fingers or toes
58 Playful aquatic
mammal
60 Maine river
62 Eddie Murphy
movie
63 Rental
agreement
64 Put on the
feedbag
65 Brightly colored
ducks
66 Lawn tool
67 Droop

5-9 ! Jr.
5-7

1/12/08
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Compete
Flax product
Solidify
Push upward
Limber and long
To the extreme
Sufficient

•
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y H s
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3
N
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N
3
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s
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V
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0 0
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0 a
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52 Rome's river
55 Spoonful,
perhaps
56 Oz dog
57 Dance move
59 Moray
61 Pester

AASU Men face off during the Holidays
ber 19, featuring four games
each day—two women's con
tests and two men's contests.
The men's basketball team
improved to 7-2 on the season
withfourwinsovertheholiday
break in tournament action.
The Pirates went 2-0 in the
Chatham Orthopedics Holi
day Classic before Christmas.
On
Tuesday,
AASU

lead AASU. Corey Johnson
chipped in 10 and William
Kane dished out 11 assists.
Wednesday,
the
Pirates
ramped up the defense, hold
ing Lenoir-Rhyne to below
30 percent from the field in
a 56-45 win over the Bears.
Senior Patrick Sanou deliv
ered a double-double with
17 points and 10 rebounds

in the win, the seventh
for AASU in its last nine
meetings with the Bears.
AASU broke for Christ
mas, and then returned to
host the SpringHill Suites
Midtown New Year Classic
on Friday and Saturday, De
cember 28 and 29. The Pi
rates preserved a one-point
victory over Virginia State
on Friday, 62-61, with two
defensive stops in the final
minute. Brian Moultrie and
Calvin Wilson recorded dou
ble-doubles, while T.T. Hall
led alls scorers with 20 points.
The Pirates hosted Chowan
on Saturday and trailed for
nearly 3/4ths of the game
against the Hawks, erasing
a 10-point deficit with 10
minutes remaining to come
away with the 59-56 victory.
Corey Johnson led AASU
with 14 points, while William
Kane chipped in 11 points.
The AASU women's basket
ball squad finished out the
non-conference portion of its
schedule with two wins in the
Chatham Orthopedics Holi
day Classic before Christmas.
The Lady Pirates hosted
winless Queens on Tues
day, Dec. 18, and picked up
a 77-60 win over the Roy
als. Senior Kaneetha Gor
don led all players with 16
points, while Lacey Willis
chipped in 12 and Dartayvia Thomas added 'a careerhigh 11 points off the bench.
Tuesday's game against
region foe Mars Hill was a
seesaw affair with the Lady
Pirates building a 40-28
halftime lead, but the Lady
Lions putting together a
19-3 second-half run to take
a 61-54 lead with just 3:34
left. A 10-4 run by the Lady
Pirates brought the Pirates
back even, then free throws
by Dartayvia Thomas and
Kaneetha Gordon in the fi
nal minute handed AASU
the 66-64 win. Gordon was
named the Classic MVP after
a 15-point, 11-rebound per
formance, while Lacey Willis
also earned All-Classic hon
ors after a 20-point night.
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Strange football season Pirates hang on to leads
over UNC Pembroke
coming to an end
Bud Withers
The Seattle Times
(MCT)

Maybe we should have
known something was amiss
in August, when ESPN the
Magazine's college-football
issue arrived in the mail,
featuring Brian Brohm and
Louisville on the cover.
Nice chic idea, right up
until the time Louisville
lost
to five-touchdownunderdog Syracuse and
spent the bowl season like
the rest of us, watching it.
I wasn't around for the
Amos Alonzo Stagg-Howard
Jones-Pop Warner days of
college football, but I assume
we can risk this thesis: When
LSU and Ohio State clash
Monday night in the BCStitle
game, it willend thestrangest,
wackiest, most bizarro-world
college season in history.
Lloyd Carr, the Michi
gan coach, began it with
two home losses and a de
fense of all things Maize and
Blue. He ended it (and his
career) the other day by be
ing carried off t he field after
a bowl victory against 2007
national champion Florida.
So ludicrous was the sea
son that each successive
apocalypse registered a little
bit less. After awhile, we got
punchy. Appalachian State
shook Michigan's world on
the opening Saturday of the
season, agame some said was
the biggest upset in collegefootball history. Five weeks
later,Stanford wasarguingfor
copyrights after beating USC.
Lurch with us on one
more ridd through autumn
2007 - way more dizzy
ing than any concoction

partisans of LSU and Ohio
State are downing on Bour
bon Street in New Orleans:
Preseason: The first AP
poll has USC and LSU Nos.
1-2, Michigan fifth and Lou
isville eighth. Very soon,
that won't look so good.
Week 1: Running aspread
offense, App State announc
es the arrival of the 2007
season by beating Michigan.
Ohioans, always empathetic
to Michigan, begin buying up
Appalachian State T-shirts.
Week 3: Washington is
20 yards away from taking
a 14-3 lead on Ohio State in
the third quarter. That night,
USC throttles Nebraska, 4931. I t even seems to matter.
Week 4: Louisville loses
to Syracuse, 38-35, a game
that ranks among the big
gest point-spread (36) upsets
ever. But the day's resonat
ing event happens in Stillwa
ter, Okla., where OSU coach
Mike Gundy calls out Daily
Oklahoman columnist Jenni
Carlson, bellowing, "I'm a
man! I'm 40!" (Gundy was
interviewed at halftime of the
Insight Bowl la st week by a
female reporter. Thankfully,
she wasn't Jenni Carlson.)
Week 6: Jack Thomp
son's nephew, Tavita Pritchard of Clover Park High
School, starting for Stanford
only because T.C. O strander
had a seizure in a restaurant,
engineers the biggest pointspread upset of all time (41)
against USC. In the polls,
there's also this: South Caro
lina, which won't goto a bowl,
is No. 7;Georgia, which some
will claim isworthy of the BCS
title game, is 4-2 and No. 24.
Week 7: No. 1 LSU loses

to Kentucky, and California is
heir to the top spot for about
two hours. Then the Bears
kick one away to Oregon
State and decide the rest of
the season isn't worth play
ing. Ohio State becomes No.
1, mostly because no one else
is. No. 2 is South Florida, a
team that will allow56 points
in the Sun Bowl to Oregon's
fourth-string quarterback.
Week 9: All it takes is two
wins for Georgiato climbfrom
24th to 10th in the polls. The
Bulldogs flood the field and
get an orchestrated celebra
tion penalty after their first
score against Florida. Every
thing is different in the SEC,
including celebration flags.
Week 10: Notre Dame
loses to Navyfor the first time
since 1963, part of the 2007
Charlie Weis Lamentation
Tour. "People better enjoy it
now," says Weis, not that any

body needed encouragement.
Week 11: Ohio State
loses to Illinois at home,
torching its national-cham
pionship aspirations in any
other season but this one.
Week 12: Oregon loses
quarterback Dennis Dixon
and its shot at the national ti
tle. Kansas and Missouri are
now Nos. 2-3 behind LSU.
And Midwest farmers now
harvest their wheat and soy
beans before they plant them.
Week 14: West Virginia
fluffs its berth in the BCS
championship game by losing
to 28-point underdog Pitt.
Ohio State and LSU some
how jiggle back to the top.
Now they compete for
a coveted title: Least Ab
surd, Season That Was.

Chad Jackson
Special to the Inkwell

Men's Basketball: AASU
71, UNC Pembroke 48
Women's Basketball: AASU
61, UNC Pembroke 58
AASU's men's basketball
team avenged its last loss
at h ome with a 71-48 Peach
Belt co nference victory over
visiting UNC Pembroke,
stretching its winning streak
at Alumni Arena to nine and
completing a doubleheader
sweep of the Braves.The Lady
Pirates held off UNCP,61-58,
in the women's game earlier.
The Pirates (8-2, 2-1PBC)
led by just six, 39-33, with
12:35 remaining, but an 11-3
run over the next five min

utes helped put the game
out of reach. AASU forced 17
turnovers and hit a seasonhigh 10 three-pointers in the
win over the Braves (6-4,1-2
PBC). Three players reached
double figures for the Pirates,
led by T.T. Hall's 14 points
off the bench, 12 points from
Jamaal Galloway and 10
points and nine rebounds
from
Franchot
Brown.
The PBC's leader in as
sists, senior Will Kane,
dished out nine assists with
just one turnover. Jarrell
Hunter's 12 points and six re
bounds led UNC P embroke.
In the women's contest,
the Lady Pirates (8-2, 2-1
PBC) withstood a late charge
by UNC Pembroke (5-5, 0-3
PBC) to come away with a

three-point victory. Neither
team shot well in the first
half as AASU took a 27-20
lead into halftime. The Lady
Pirates led by as many as 13
in the second half and led,
61-53, with 3:15 remain
ing, but did not score a bas
ket the rest of the way in
holding on for the victory.
Junior Lindsey Holmes
hit five three-pointers to
lead the Lady Pirates with
15 points, while Lacey Wil
lis added 11 and Kaneetha
Gordon notched 10 points
and nine rebounds. Nata
lie Ray led the Lady Braves
with 15 points, while Lavantay Johnson added 10 points.

What's to come
This Semester
Jamison Dowd

Now that the bowl games
areplayedandthegripesabout
the BCS will slowly dw indle,
what can we expect from
sports this semester? More
than enough to write about.
Armstrong basketball will
offer plenty of drama. Both
men and women's teams
are 8-2 this season, and
they still have more than
half of the season to go.
Both men and wom
en's teams have 16 games
left with 7 of those being
at home. Their last home
game will be on Feb. 27th,

which is plenty of time to
go out and show support.
If hoops isn't your
thing, baseball and softball starts back up Feb. 1st.
The men have their first
game against Florida South
ern while the ladies kick off
the season against Brewton
Parker and Savannah State in
the 2008 Claflin Tournament.
Golf and Tennis start
back their 07/08 season in
February, with teams on
both the women and men's'
side looking very strong.
And of course the great
est spectacle in all of
sport, the Super Bowl,
kicks off Sunday, Feb. 3rd.

This weekend's games
will be a major de
cider of who is going.
The New York Giants face
off against the Dallas Cow
boys Sunday, and the Jack
sonville Jaguars will try to
defeat the undefeated New
England Patriots Saturday.
Tom petty is slated for
the
halftime
entertain
ment. Let's hope the ward
robes function properly.
And if you miss any of
this throughout the semes
ter, just check back here
and we'll have the details.
Good
luck
and
have a great semester.

Weekly sports
trivia quiz
McClatchy-Tribune News
Service

[MCT)

QUESTIONS:

DAUE flflATTHEl/US TRIBUTE BAftD

1.) When did Georgia last win the national championship
of college football?
2.) Who was the quarterback of the Ohio State football
team that won the national championship in 2002.

uve

3.) Who was the coach of the Alabama football team that
won the national championship in 1992?

ADVANCE TICKETS AVAILABLE JAN. 9

4.) Which of the upcoming bowl games won't be played on
U.S. soil?

FREE with AASU ID (limit 4)
$5 General Public

5.) In what year did Pittsburgh running back Tony Dorsett
win the national championship?

ALL TICKETS $5 AT DOOR
ALL TICKETS AVAILABLE AT
Student Activities Office j MC C 201

912.927.5300
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Recipes for success

ARTS
&
ENTERTAINMENT

From roadside to worldwide

Stuffed Bell Peppers with Wild Rice
Yvette Wheeler

Native Andean weavers exhibit their artwork in the AASU
Fine Arts gallery
Brian Anderson

The Department of Art,
Music & Theatre presents
"Living Threads: Andean
Weavings from Argentina,"
an exhibition of hand-woven
textile art from the native in
habitants of t he Salta prov
ince in northwest Argentina.
The "Living Thread" show
ing is the collaborative effort
of the Valle Verde Founda
tion and of the Andes Huasi
group, literally "House of
the Andes." Both organiza
tions are based in different
communities of th e Salta re
gion, yet they share the goal
of increasing awareness of
their regional craftworks
and agricultural products,
such as weaving, basketry,
pottery, wine and cheese.
"It's about making these
people known to the people
of Savann ah and to the stu
dents here, so they have the
opportunity to see who the
people are that make these
craft items," said Rachel
Green, professor of fiber art.
The artisans of the Salta

province preserve and re
store traditional Andean
tapestry design in order to
maintain a sense of iden
tity of their culture. They
use traditional looms, drop
spindles and naturally dyed
fabrics to create their tex
tiles, just as their ancestors
before them, according to
Oscar Aban, president of
the Valle Verde Foun dation.
In addition to the dis
played textile art, there will
be a series of photo panels
that will accompany each
tapestry, depicting the art
ist at work and explaining
the techniques utilized in the
making of their craft. In this
way, the indigenous weavers
of Salta can show that each
and every pieceof their craftwork is as complex and dis
tinctive as they themselves.
The exhibit will a lso fea
ture a visitfrom guest speak
er, Luis Daniel Touceda, on
Jan. 25. Touceda, a college
professor and owner of the
Salta-based tourism agency,
Admire, will be giving a lec
ture called "Tourism and
Sustainable Development."

One of the challenging
things about college life is
discovering how to maintain
The lecture will explain a budget while still enjoying
how local Argentinean orga the luxuries.This new column
nizations are trying to reach will feature easy-to-create
a balance between commer recipes every week, including
cial advancement and cultur snacks, entr6es and desserts.
al tradition, which is a topic And every recipe is written
that the inhabitants in the with the objective of being
region take very seriously. able to be prepared with
"They want to keep con out much time or expense.
trol over the land that they've Bon Appetite!
lived on for generations and
generations, but also want
to have enough people visit
so that they can support
themselves, while not be
ing overwhelmed ... When
someone comes along and
puts a five-star hotel, it's sort
of over with," said Green.
"I think it has a lot of car
ry-over with us, in our simi
larities. In Savannah, we're
always dealing with preserva
tion and withtourists, and yet
we try to keepwhat we have."
"The Living Threads: An
dean Weavings from Argen
tina" exhibition is currently
being held in the gallery lo
cated in the Fine Arts build
ing, and will conclude on
January 25. Admission to the
gallery and the Luis Daniel
Touceda lecture areboth free.

iYvette Wheeler

Rachel Green

Hosea Copez weaves a traditional rug at a loom for the Andes Hvasi gro up.

Can Atheism be found in the
"The Golden Compass"?
Cheryl Truman
McClatchy Newspapers
(MCT)

All "high fantasy" books
are set up as struggles be
tween good and evil, accord
ing to Anita Silvey, author of
"500 Great Books for Teens."
"Harry Potter," the "Lord
of th e Rings" series and the
"Narnia" saga all involve an
epic battle between younghe
roes/heroines and the forces
of seemingly unbeatable evil.
As each series pro
gresses, the heroes become
more mature, both in how
they perceive their adver
saries and in the actions
they take to combat them.
Silvey
doesn't
agree
with
Pullman's
worldview. But she still recom
mends his books, and calls
him a great storyteller.
And she views th e fracas
over "The Golden Compass"
as a cautionary tale about
why writers in the children's
and young adult book indus
try shy away from references
to religion and spirituality:
Individual
perceptions

(•

of what it's appropriate to
write about religion vary
as widely as readers' per
ceptions of what God is.
"If a person's visionof God
isn't your version of God, it
begins to get books pulled
from libraries," Silvey says.
Getting your book pulled
from library shelves is a mine
field in aliterary sub-industry
that, aside from the "Harry
Potter" bonanza, isn't known
for making authors rich.
Pullman's "His Dark Ma
terials" series,which kicks off
with "The Golden Compass,"
is perhaps the heavyweight
of the "high fantasy" genre.
It references John Mil
ton's epic poem "Paradise
Lost" and uses a complex
storyline and lots of cha rac
ters. Pullman has said that
the books are more about
the extremes of tyranni
cal and theological s ocieties
than about religion itself.
Pullman's series is not as
easy to follow as the Chris
tian-oriented works of C.S.
Lewis, and is hot the popculture touchstone that
"Harry Potter" became. And
it's more targeted at teen

agers, who are beginning
to question their own spiri
tuality and ready to grasp
more layered, subtle narra
tive, says Mary Landrum at
the McConnell Center for
the Study of Youth Litera
ture in Lexington, Kentucky.
She also notes that Pull
man's complaints about or
ganized religion might not
even be evident to many
readers until the third and
final book of the series,
"The Amber Spyglass."
Does "The Golden Com
pass"
introduce
young
readers
to
atheism?
Most
children
and
teens miss the philoso
phy altogether, Silvey said.
"When I interview chil
dren and teens about it, it's
there, but it's not whatthey're
thinking about," she says.
Says Landrum: "I still
believe in God and go
to church, and I think
these are amazing books."
*
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You have a choice to make: "Juno"
Mary F. Pols
McClatchy Newspapers
(MCT)

The best strategy for any
one interested in enjoying
Juno for
what it is—an
exceedingly clever, offbeat
comedy about a pregnant
teenager—is to stop read
ing anything about the
movie, especially anything
that refers to it as "offbeat."
Wait,you'restillhere?Man,
NO ONE ever listens to me.
Here's my logic: This is
one of those cases where hype
is threatening to overwhelm
a lovely movie. You ge t your
expectations up, and then if
it isn't exactly as promised,
the next "Napoleon Dyna
mite" or "Citizen Kane" or
what-have-you, you're mad
at the movie—which isn't fair.
The fact is, "Juno" is al
ways honest about what it is.
From the moment we meet its
heroine, Juno MacGuff (Ellen
Page), she is the stuff ch
eerful
fictions are made of; a preco
cious l6-year-old who talks
with the assurance of a 65year-old woman without any
hang-ups. She communicates
at Gilmore Girl speed, but
every line of dialogue crack
les with an intelligence that
feels innate, not practiced.
Juno's
self-confidence
doesn't mean she doesn't
know her own limitations;
having discovered that her
one sexual encounter, an
experiment with her buddy
Paulie Bleeker (Michael Cera
of "Superbad," as tenderly
dorkish as ever), has left
her knocked up, she quickly

decides against becoming
a teen mother. Or as she
puts it, "I'm in high school,
dude. I'm ill-equipped."
Abortion is on the table,
but Juno decides to seek
adoptive parents Instead. The
leading contenders are Van
essa (Jennifer Garner in a
truly touching performance)
and Mark (Jason Bateman),
a picture-perfect pair of yup
pies who can't have children.
Any interpretation that
this is the sign of a conser
vative agenda being visited
upon America's youth is ei
ther paranoid or optimisticdepending on your political
outlook—since the movie
never presents Juno's deci
sion as anything more than
exactly that, her decision.
(The screenwriter is a former
stripper who calls herself Di
ablo Cody; it seems unlikely
she's pushing a Jerry Falwellesque agenda, but that may
be jumping to conclusions.)
After all, it's the right to
choose we talk about, not the
right to make only one choice.
"Juno"
represents
a
change of pace for director
Jason Reitman, in that his
last movie, "Thank You For
Smoking," featured people
who were entirely not nice,
while in this one there's
hardly any evidence of peo
ple behaving badly. Juno's
father (J.K. Simmons) and
stepmother (Allison Janney) greet her announce
ment with dismay, but never
anger. Their love for Juno is
too fierce and unwavering.
The girl is lovable,' even
while trying to deliver witti
cisms through teeth that are

clenching a pipe. A teenager
carrying around a tobacco
pipe? Pretentious? Yes, ab
solutely. But actress Page can
get away with it. This tiny 20year-old, who carried a some
what dubious revenge fan
tasy called "Hard Candy" on
her slender shoulders at 17.
is a dynamic, exciting talent.
There will b e people who
proclaim "Juno" precious
and studied. And certainly
there is something poten
tially exhausting about the
way Cody rolls that humor
at us like a snowball headed
downhill. The movie is at its
best when it stops and takes a
breath, as it does in exchang
es like this: "I didn't think
you were the kind of gir'
who didn't know when to say
when," Juno's father says, his
disappointment evident. "I
don't really know what kind
of a girl I am," Juno replies
What made me find the
film so memorable in a yeai
full of terrific movies cen
tered on unexpected or un
wanted pregnancies—with
"Waitress," "Stephanie Da
ley" and "Knocked Up," this
was really the Year of the
Mother—is its willingness
to examine the situation's
impossibilities. The movie
dares to make us hope for
Conflicting ou tcomes, that a
child lucky enough to have
parents like Juno and Pau
lie would get to be raised
by them, but also that s
woman like Vanessa would
get the child she deserves
Ultimately, it reminds us
that bravery has many faces

3 Vz stars

Perfume" a Book Review
Perfume: The Story of a Murderer" Review
Vvette Wheeler

Set in eighteenth century
France, "Perfume: The Story
of a Murderer" by Patrick
Siiskind, follows the obses
sion of Jean-Baptiste Grenouille, an orphan with an
xtraordinary sense of smell,
through his upbringing in a
tannery, and
ater an ap
prenticeship to
some of the pre
mier perfum
ers of France.
Under the
tutelage
of
such masters
of the craft as
Giuseppe Baldini, he be
comes both a
master perfum
er and a heartess
murderer.
You may wonder how a
oook written on something
as intangible as scent could
possibly translate well into
words, but Siiskind does an
awe-inspiring job of ev oking
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every whiff; from the most
putrid to the most ambrosial.
Suskind also evokes a genu
ine human experience in
the cunning and driven Grenouille, whose purpose in life
is to capture the "soul of per
fume" ("to have it, not simply
in order to possess it, but for
his heart to be at peace").
Grenouille believes that
" t h e
magic
formula
for ev
erything
t h a t
could
make a
scent,
a perfume,
great:
d el i 
cacy,
power,
stability, variety, and terrify
ing, irresistible beauty" can
be distilled from the virgins
of the town of Grasse. He
plans to use them to create
the most powerful perfume
in the world, one that will

mask his own lack of per
sonal scent, which he equates
with a kind of non-existence,
and to inspire love from oth
ers, without which "his life
would have no meaning."
Grenouille's dark mission
leads him to the opposition in
his journey: the widower Antoine Richis, who resides with
his beloved daughter, Laure.
The 16-year-old Laure be
comes the sought-after es
sential in Grenouille's sinis
ter creation. However, Richis
will do everything within his
power to protect his inno
cent daughter from the mur
derer who would ravage her.
This book is stunning
in its imagery of the sleepy
town of Grasse. Suskind also
capitalizes on the hypocrisy
of the time period with sa
tiric wit, which shows in his
portrayal of the absurdities
arid profundities of the En
lightenment era -all without
losing pace of the story's tor
tured protagonist. The result
is a work of sheer beauty.

Loudness war stirs quiet
revolution by audio engineers
Kathryn Masterson
Chicago Tribune
(MCT)

the audiology clinic at
UCLA Medical Center and
is president of the Ameri
can Academy of Audiology.
Listening to music com
pressed to the point where
the valleys of softer songs
have been removed may tax
our hearing, because the ears
are never given a chance to
rest, Grimes said. "If it's giv
en an opportunity to recover
for a moment, it's going to be
less damaging. The ear needs
a little bit of recovery time."

To Death Cab for Cutie
guitarist Chris Walla, fight
ing on the front line of mu
sic's "loudness wars" can
feel like a lonely battle.
Walla, who produces al
bums for indie rock groups
in addition to his own,
doesn't want to follow the
trend of recording albums
as loud as possible simply
because other bands are
doing so. The music loses
something when pushed
to extreme volumes, Walla
said, sacrificing its nu
ances and emotion for
attention-grabbing sound.
"I really feel I'm on
an island a lot of time,"
Walla said. "I don't get
the sense the world
sees this as a problem." J
Walla does have some j
company on his side. A
number of sound engi
neers and artists are taking
a hard look at the effects of |
the so-called loudness war |
and producing albums at ^
lower volumes. One pro
ducer who says he made
loud records for years has
started an organization
called Turn Me Up, which
aims to show artists, music
labels and fans that louder
doesn't always mean better.
"There's a happy me
dium, and CDs have
gone much too far," said
Solid State Logic
Bob Katz, a sound engi
% OV H 6 i j V JI T ® N
neer in Florida. Music
that is digitally altered
to be louder isn't as enjoy
That's why artists and
able to listen to, he said,,
noting, "It's relentlessly, producers complain that
fatiguingPy] loud. The punch louder, heavily compressed
is gone, the impact is gone." songs are tiring to listen to
How much louder are over long periods of time.
"You get more apparent
recordings now? Engineer
volume
but less dynamics,"
Charles Dye, co-founder of
said
producer
Kevin KilTurn Me Up with artist John
len,
who
has
worked
with
Ralston, estimates that re
Elvis
Costello,
Tori
Amos
cords today are 6 to 8 deci
bels louder than they were and Jewel. "By the end of
15 years ago, the equivalent it, the listener just ends
of about a quarter turn of up feeling fatigued; a little
a volume knob. Katz said like an assault to the ears."
Compression has been
some music that is heavily
used
for years in television
compressed has gone up al
commercials—which
are of
most 20 decibels in 20 years.
ten
louder
than
the
program
Advances in recording
technology have allowed they are sponsoring—to catch
sound engineers and pro people's attention with the
ducers to raise recordings' loudness, sound engineers
overall volume by com say. Now that songs are fre
pressing the dynamics of quently bought as singles
the audio during the mix or heard on commercials
ing process. The compres rather than as part of a n al
sion technique removes the bum, artists and labels feel
peaks and valleys, making all the same pressure to grab
parts of a song equally loud. listeners in a few seconds.
Commercials are im
It's something the average
portant
revenue streams
person might not even no
for
bands
today, as well as
tice, unless they listened to
a
way
to
get their music
a recording from 1992 next
heard,
Death
Cab's Walla
to one made in 2007. People
said,
and
using
compres
are used to being bombard
sion
is
a
way
to
get
noticed.
ed by sound, from movies
But
fans
react
positively
to
and blaring TV commercials
Death
Cab
songs
that
aren't
to their iPods cranked up
to drown out background mastered "into the red," ex
noise on the bus or street. treme squeezing of the audio
"Life in general is just a signal so that drums, guitars
lot more noisy than it was and vocalsall sound the same.
"Ithinkpeoplearesickofbe20> 30. 50 years ago," said
ing
screamed at," Walla said.
Alison Grimes, who heads

Dye, the founder of Turn
Me Up, acknowledged he
contributed to the loudness
wars. He produced and en
gineered loud, compressed
recordings at the request oi
artists or labels, then started
noticing that the volume lev
el was inching up every year.
"I don't think we realized
we went too far," Dye said.
He started Turn Me Up
in hopes of showing musi
cians and those who work
with them that they can cre
ate softer, more dynamic re
cordings. He doesn't think
producers and labels set out
to strip music of dynamics
and emotion; they were sim
ply increasing the volume
because everyone else was.
The decision to follow
the loudness trend was a
struggle for Baltimore-based
indie band The Seldon Plan.
The group decided to make
its fourth album louder with
dynamic compression, in
hopes of getting noticed in a
marketplace moving toward
placing music on television
shows such as "Grey's Anato
my" rather than college radio.
"If we really wanted to
have our music heard we
had to make some compro
mises," said band mem
ber Michael Nestor, who
also masters records for
an
independent
label.
Ultimately, band mem
bers decided to release a
second, quieter version ol
the album in addition to the
louder one for fans looking
for a more dynamic sound.
Want an easy-to-understand explanation of the
loudness wars? A quick tu
torial on YouTube explains
why modern music might
not sound so great anymore.
Audio engineer and high
school music teacher Matt
Mayfield made a two-minute
video last year demonstrating
what dynamic compression
does to a snippet of one Paul
McCartney song. He upload
ed it to YouTube and other
audio engineers linked to it
from their sites. According to
YouTube, it has been viewed
more than 332,000 times.
In the video, Mayfield
shows how compression takes
away the punch of drum hits
in the song and how turning
the volume down on a dy
namically compressed song
creates "wimpy, loud sound."
The loudness wars have
created music that's lifeless,
like listening to a washing
machine, Mayfield said. It's
a message he repeats in his
classroom: Mayfield asks
his students at the Perpich
Center for Arts Education in
Minnesota who are mixing
music if they would rather
make music that people want
to turn up or turn down.
"My
greatest
wish
would be for people to ask
for recordings to be re
leased that are not so com
pressed," Mayfield said.
To
see
the
vid
eo,
visit
youtube.com/
mex(underscore)4hreQ.
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ONLINE

Online Features will Include:
Editor's Blog
MORE Illustrations
Stories uploaded twice a week
More indepth A&E Features
All p rinted material
and more!

www.theinkwellonline.com
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(Online Ads Coming Soon-www.theinkwellonline.com)

11935 Aberc orn Street
Savannah, Georgia 31419
912.927.5351

Sara Walden
inkwelladvertising@gmail.com

Brittny Magulias
brittnyads@gmail.com

Classifieds

Miscellaneous
Paula Renee Clifton
graduated from AASU
with a Bachelor's in Sci
ence majoring in Early
Childhoon and a
concentration in Media
Technology. Paula gradu
ated with honors Magna
Cum Laude and Kappa
Delta Pi.
The
Commencement
ceremony was held De
cember 8th, 2007 at the
Alumin Arena in Savan
nah, GA. Paula and her
family reside in
Springfield, GA.

For Sale Cont.

2 bed/2bath condo. Gat
ed community: Includes
use of private dock, gym &
laundry facilities.
Marsh view, very quiet
and private. $1200.per
month. Deposit $1,200.00
Home: 912-232-3279
Cell: 912-656-0806 or
912-656-1146

Place YOUR classified in
The Inkwell.

STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION
APPLICATION DEADLINE: Friday, February 8, 2008 at 5 p.m.

For Sale
$138^900 for large 3~
BR, 2.5BA townhome.
Great storage. Great
location @ 400 Tibet
Ave. Call 912.313.7788.
Lease/purchase available.
www.yorktownplace.com

Contact Sara Walden,
Advertising Manager
at 912-927-5351.
Or,
email her at
inkwelladvertising@
gmail.com.

Student Activities Office, MCC 201
For more information, please visit the Student Government website at www.sga.armstrong.edu
or email, events@armstrong.edu.
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THE DEMOCRATS

Where they stand
The presidential candidates have been campaigning for months,
but the race really heats up as caucuses and primaries begin. Here, we look at
where the Democratic candidates stand on the major issues facing the nation.

Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton
New York

John Edwards
Former N.C. senator

Begin troop
withdrawal, leave
behind some to
fight terrorists,
train Iraqi forces,
and protect U.S.
interests. Increase
regional diplomacy.
No set timeline for
full withdrawal.

Moratorium on
some home fore
closures; increase
minimum wage
and spending on
infrastructure and
job training.

Universal health
care through
employer-based
coverage. Provides
option same as plan
for Congress mem
bers. Tax credits to
families and small
businesses to help
with costs. Cost
estimate: $100-$110
billion annually.

Supports compre
hensive reform,
increased border
patrols. Opposes
driver's licenses for
illegal immigrants.

Allow Bush tax
cuts to expire for
those earning
$250,000 or more,
use revenues to pay
for health care.
Reform Alternative
Minimum Tax.
Freeze estate tax at
2009 levels to pay
for universal
401(k) plan.

Cap-and-trade
program for carbon
emissions; reduce
electricity consump
tion 20 percent
from projected
levels by 2020;
increase fuel
efficiency standards
to 55 mpg by 2030.

Create a $50
billion strategic
energy research
fund; invest in
alternative fuel
research.

Withdraw 40,00b50,000 combat
troops immediately,
and all within 10
months of taking
office. Prohibit
permanent U.S.
military bases in
Iraq. Keep quick
reaction forces
outside Iraq.

Skeptical of trade
deals such as
NAFTA. Promote
organized labor.
Permanent tax cred
its for research.
Goal to have access
to high-speed
Internet for all by
2010. Raise mini
mum wage to $9.50
per hour by 2012.

Require universal
coverage. Busi
nesses must cover
employees or help
pay their premiums.
People could
stay in private
plans or enroll in
governmentsponsored one. Tax
credits to cut costs.

Double border
patrol agents.
Crack down on
employers that hire
illegals. Allow
illegals to earn
citizenship if they
avoid a criminal
record, pay a fine
and learn English.

Repeal Bush tax
cuts for households
above $200,000 a
year. Close loop
holes for hedge
fund managers.
Create tax credits to
encourage savings
by low-income
workers. Double
child tax credits.

Cap emissions of
greenhouse gases.
Reduce them by 20
percent by 2020
and 80 percent by
2050. Seek a new
world climate
treaty. End tax
"giveaways" for
big oil companies.

Raise fuel
economy standards
to 40 miles per
gallon by 2 016.
Invest $1 billion a
year to advance
fuel efficiency.
Require oil
companies to
install biofuel
pumps at 25
percent of gas
stations.

Withdraw all U.S.
troops. Convene
regional conference
under U.N. Create
international
peacekeeping
force.

Public sector has
"moral responsibil
ity" to provide
jobs. Supports
massive public
works initiative to
rebuild cities,
schools, parks,
infrastructure and
utilities.

Backs "enhanced
Medicare for
everyone" or
"public-financed
health care
privately delivered."

Give illegal
immigrants a
clear path to legal
status. Would
legalize permanent
residence status
for any immigrant
here five years.

Repeal tax cuts for
the wealthy to help
pay for higher
education. Expand
the child tax credit.
Simplify the tax
code.

Support Kyoto
treaty. Join
international
efforts to reduce
emissions of
greenhouse gases.

Double energy
from renewable
sources by 2 010.
Spur research into
alternative energy.

Vows to end the
war. Withdraw
combat troops over
16 months. Leave
some troops to
protect U.S.
embassy, attack
specific targets.
Accept more Iraqi
refugees.

Pro-union.
Opposed CAFTA.
Renegotiate
NAFTA. Increase
regulation of Wall
Street and lenders.
Create fund to
prevent homeowner
foreclosures due to
subprime crisis.

Spend $50-$65
billion a year on
subsidies to make
health insurance
affordable for
virtually all
Americans. Expand
Medicaid eligibility.
Mandate coverage
for children.

Strengthen border
enforcement. Give
illegals a path to
citizenship. Allow
them to obtain
driver's licenses.
Reduce immigration
application fees,
speed approvals.

Replace Bush tax
cuts, with new
breaks worth $500$1,500 annually for
individuals earning
less than $50,000.
Create $4,000
annual college
tuition tax credit.
Raise tax rates for
dividends and capi
tal gains.

Create cap-andtrade program to
reduce carbon
emissions to 80
percent below 1990
levels by 2050.
Make oil, coal and
gas companies pay
for emissions
quotas.

Spend $150
billion over a
decade on
alternative energy
research and job
creation. Raise
fuel-economy
standards 1 mpg
per year. Reduce
U.S. oil con
sumption at least
35 percent by
2030.

Remove all troops
from Iraq, with no
residual forces,
"as quickly as
possible."

Supports a consti
tutional amendment
to require a
balanced budget.
Give the president
a line-item veto.
Backs government
intervention to
prevent more
homeowners from
losing their homes
to foreclosure.

Require all
Americans to carry
health insurance.
Those who need
coverage would
get an advance
refundable tax
credit based on
income.

Opposes building a
fence at the border.
Supports using
technology and
doubling the
number of border
patrol guards.
Backs legalization
for illegals who
pass a background
check, learn
English, pay back
taxes and fines.

Roll back the Bush
tax cuts. Eliminate
the Alternative
Minimum Tax.
Restore an estate
tax for the richest
Americans. Double
and make perma
nent a tax credit to
boost research in
new technologies.

Backs a marketCalls for a 10-year,
based cap-and"Apollo"-like
trade system for
effort. Calls for an
greenhouse gas
energy and climate
emissions to create revolution" to
incentives for
reduce oil imports
utilities and indus by pushing a 100
tries to slash
mile per gallon car
emissions.
into the market
place. Double fuel
economy standards.

Rep. Dennis Kucinich
Ohio

Sen. Barack Obama
Illinois

Gov. Bill Richardson
New Mexico

CONTRI BUTOR S: MATT ST EARNS, MARGARET'TALEV, DAVID LI GHTMAN, ROB CHRISTEN SEN AND LESLEY CLARK/MCCLATCHY NE WSPA PERS
ALL P HOTOS/MCT

MCT DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATES ONEPAGE
MCCLATCHY-TRIBUNE

2008 State Primary & Caucus Dates
January 2008
Januarys: Iowa
January 5: Wyoming
(Rep)
January 8: New Hamp
shire
January 15: Michigan
January 19: Nevada,
South Carolina (Rep)
January 26: South Caro
lina (D)

January 29: Florida
February 2008
February 1: Maine (Rep)
February 5: Alabama,
Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas,
California, Colorado, Con
necticut, Delaware, Georgia,
Idaho (D), Illinois, Kansas
(D), Massachusetts, Minne
sota, Missouri, New Jersey,
New Mexico (D), New York,

North Dakota, Oklahoma,
Tennessee, Utah
February 9: Louisiana,
Kansas (Rep)
February 10: Maine (D)
February 12: District of
Columbia, Maryland, Vir
ginia
February 19: Hawaii (D),
Washington, Wisconsin
March 2008
March 4: Ohio, Rhode

Island, Texas, Vermont
March 8: Wyoming (D)
* March 11: Mississippi
April 2008
April 22: Pennsylvania
May 2008
May 6: Indiana, North
Carolina
May 13: Nebraska, West
Virginia

4

May 20: Kentucky, Or
egon
May 27: Idaho (Rep)
June 2008
June 3: Montana, New
Mexico (Rep), South Dakota
August 2008
August 25-28: Demo
cratic National Convention
in Denver, CO

September 2008
September 1-4: Republi
can National Convention in
Minneapolis-St. Paul, Min
nesota
**Info taken from the Na
tional Association of Secre
taries of State website.

Week of January 11,2008
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THE REPUBLICANS

Where they stand
The presidential candidates have been campaigning for months,
but the race really heats up as caucuses and primaries begin. Here, we look at
where the Republican candidates stand on the major issues facing the nation.

Rudy Giuliani
Former N.Y. mayor

Iraq

Economy

Health
Care

Immigration

Taxes

Global
Warming

Energy

Supports Bush's
troop "surge." Says
U.S. forces must
remain until Iraq is
stable. Calls for
expanding U.S.
Army by at least
10 new combat
brigades, or 35,000
soldiers.

Reduce corporate
tax; eliminate
estate tax; reduce
government regula
tion, spending and
work force.

Create a $15,000
tax deduction for
families to buy pri
vate insurance.
Simplify health
savings account
rules. Offer block
grants to states that
encourage medical
innovation and
reduce health costs.

Construct high
tech fence along
the U.S. Mexican
border. Increase
legal immigration.
Issue tamper-proof
federal identifica
tion cards to legals.

Make Bush tax
cuts permanent.
Keep capital gains
tax at 15 percent.
Eliminate estate
tax. Give tax
deductions to fami
lies for private
health insurance.

Calls it a serious
long-term problem
but isn't sure "we
have to distort our
whole economy and
our whole life" to
address it. Reduce
gas emissions
through nuclear
energy, hydro and
solar power.

Encourage con
struction of oil
refineries and
nuclear reactors,
grant "responsible
access" to proven
oil and natural gas
reserves throughout
North America. In
crease coal use with
clean technology.

Opposes withdrawal
timetables. Says
he's "focused on
winning." Backs a
regional summit.

Give president a
line-item veto to
control spending.
Supports
globalization
because it lowers
costs.

Urge private sector
to find innovative,
less expensive care.
Expand health sav
ings accounts to
everyone. Make
health insurance
tax deductible.

Wants strong
penalties for
anyone hiring
illegal immigrants.
Opposes any form
of amnesty.

End all federal
income and payroll
taxes and replace
them with the "Fair
Tax," a broad sales
tax.

Calls it a "spiritual
issue" because he
is God's "guest"
and has a responsi
bility to take care
of the Earth.
Supports certain
cap-and-trade
policies.

Promises a strong
personal effort to
promote a compre
hensive plan, with
energy indepen
dence achieved by
end of his second
term.

Strongly supports
troop surge,
staying the course.

Restore "the arse
nal of democracy"
— U.S. manufac
turing. Opposes
unfair trade agree
ments with China.

Create competitive
"market place"
options. Let
consumers buy
health insurance
and tailor plans to
their individual
needs.

Boasts of creating
854-mile border
fence. Opposes any
amnesty allowing
illegals a path to
citizenship.

Support tax cuts.
Give tax relief to
married couples.
Roll back
Alternative
Minimum Tax.

Questions whether
climate change is
caused by mankind.
Says cutting U.S.
reliance on foreign
oil can "help the
climate."

Cut "taxes to zero
for alternative
energy sources."
Raise automobile
fuel-efficiency
standards.

Supports troop
surge. Wants troops
to stay until Iraq's
government is
stable, secure.

End congressional
spending earmarks,
control government
spending. Claims
health-care and
energy policies will
spur economic
growth.

Opposes mandates;
proposes a $2,500
refundable tax cred
it ($5,000 for fami
lies) to help people
afford health insur
ance. Control
health-care costs,
expand health sav
ings accounts.

Supports compre
hensive immigra
tion reform with
path to citizenship
for illegal immi
grants and a guest
worker program,
but says such efforts
must wait until the
border is secure.

Extend Bush tax
cuts, simplify tax
code, reform
Alternative
Minimum Tax.

Says "it's real,"
supports a
cap-and-trade
policy on carbon
emissions, global
effort to curb it.

Focus on alternative
energies, especially
nuclear and biofuels, but no
subsidies.

Pull out all troops
fast.

Restore gold
standard. Favors
much smaller
federal government.
Eliminate IRS,
Federal Reserve
and many Cabinet
departments.

Opposes national
ized health care.
Favors tax credits
for health insurance
and drugs; would
allow low-cost
foreign imports of
prescription
medication.

Secure borders,
abolish birthright
citizenship.
Opposes schooling,
health care and
welfare for illegal
immigrants.
Against guest
worker visas for
Mexican laborers.

Favors private and
Favors huge
local anti-pollution
spending cuts and
initiatives oyer
no tax increases;
federal intervention;
proposes national
sales tax to replace sees nuclear energy
as alternative to
income tax.
carbon-spewing oil
and gas.

Bring U.S. troops
home as soon as
possible, but not in
precipitous way
that might require
them to go come
back.

Roll back taxes,
make Bush tax cuts
permanent, improve
worker retraining,
strengthen math
and science
education, fix
transportation
infrastructure,
reform tort law.

Make it easier for
people to buy
private' health
insurance. All
health care expenses
would be tax
deductible. Help
the "truly needy'
buy insurance.

Issue a tamperproof card to legal
non-citizens, and
establish a data
base so employers
can check their
legal status.

Make Bush tax
cuts permanent.
Eliminate taxes on
interest, dividends
and capital gains
for anyone with
adjusted gross
income under
$200,000. End
estate tax.

Believes that
"Kyoto-style
sweeping mandates
would kill jobs,
depress growth and
shift manufacturing
to the dirtiest devel
oping nations."
Develop alternative
energy sources.

Make indepen
dence top priority
akin to Manhattan
Project. Support
research on all
exotic fuels and
increase domestic
production.
Supports nuclear
power.

Maintain U.S.
mission in Iraq as
central to U.S. war
against Islamoterrorism, greatly
expand military.

Opposes national
Support freehealth care. Favors
market, free-trade
easing regulations
policies. Limit
to promote cheaper
influence of labor
unions. Cut federal private coverage.
Floats idea of cut
spending. Reduce
ting Medicare bene
growth of Social
fits for the wealthy.
Security benefits.

Opposes allowing
illegal immigrants
to stay while trying
to become citizens.
Wants to make
English the official
language.

Supports choice of
filing under current
system or paying a
flat tax of 10 percent
on incomes up to
$50,000 and 25»
percent on individ
ual incomes above
that. Make Bush
tax cuts permanent.

Do more research
to determine human
impact. Says it may
be economically
unfeasible for
United States to
adopt global warm
ing restrictions
unless China and
India participate. ,

Supports increased
domestic oil explo
ration and produc
tion. Supports alter
native energy
research and nuclear
power. Opposes
mandatory higher
fuel standards.

Mike Huckabee
Former Ark. governor

Rep. Duncan Hunter
California

Sen. John McCain
Arizona

Rep. Ron Paul
Texas

Mitt Romney
Former Mass. governor

Fred Thompson
Former Tenn. senator

Favors free-market
solutions. Eliminate
subsidies for oil
and gas industry.
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Road to the White House

REGISTER to VOTE

What it takes to become president of the United States
Two years out

4 months out

Declare candidacy

Get nominated

According to the ChathamCounty.org website, in the state of Georgia, you do not have to register
by political party to vote in the state's regular primaries or general elections. However, for primary
elections you must declare your party preference when casting your vote.

Democratic and Republican
conventions" nominate a candidate;
national campaign begins with two
major candidates •

Chatham County residents may register to vote or change their address/name at the Chatham
County Board of Registrars office, municipal town hall and public libraries.

Finish
•Other parlies, such as the Green Party,
can also nominate candidates, but it is
difficult to get on ballots in all 50 stales
"Each state is allocated a number of
electors equal to Its senators and
representatives; they meet after the
election to cast the olticial rate for
president usually based on the
popular majority of their state
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11 months out

Election Day, Nov. 4 •

Amass delegates

Win election

Flurry of campaigning to win a
majority of convention delegates
in state primaries and caucuses;
Super Tuesday has more than
20 state contests on one day

The election is really 50 separate state
votes to select the Electoral College**;
it selects the president, who must win
a majority of the electoral college,
but does not have to win a majority
of the national popular vote

Source: "Elections A to Z, Federal Election Commission

A re sident may download the voter registration application at
www.sos.state.ga.us/elections/voter registration
Motor Voter registration is offered when you renew or apply for your driver's license. Registrations
at the drivers license department and/or mail in is not 100%. You have an individual responsibility
to confirm your registration prior to election day, do so by calling 912-790-1520 or use the poll lo
cator at 1 -888-265-1115 or on the internet at www.sos.state.ga.us/cgi-bin/loc.ator.asp
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